Rabies Vaccination Update

In 2008 the American Association of Equine Practitioners added Rabies

Vaccination to their list of core vaccines, meaning they recommend it
 be administered to all horses in the United States on an annual basis.

There are a number of important facts supporting this decision.

· Rabies is a 100% fatal disease

· Humans are at risk, and could contract rabies by handling a rabid horse.
· The vaccine is inexpensive, safe and very effective.

Although rabies is rare in Oregon, and your horse is not at risk, the virus

is carried by bats throughout the state.  Infection is possible.  Given these facts, we are now recommending rabies vaccination be included in the basic annual vaccination program for all horses.

